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Beginning Research 
and Drafts



What will I be studying?

● What qualities or support systems enable athletes to overcome adversity and succeed?
○ This question allows me to highlight resilience, mindset, and the roles of family, coaches, and community in 

one’s ability to persevere through tough patches in life.
○ Some of the events that these athletes have gone through are losses of a friends, family, as well as physical 

limitations, and mental limitations.
● Why this?

○ Sports have been the backbone of my college experience, providing a constant source of comfort through 
both challenging and happy times. Whether balancing work, academics, or simply unwinding, I consistently 
turn to sports as a reliable outlet at the end of each day. My appreciation for sports extends beyond their 
competitive nature; I view them as a valuable means of relief and resilience. Through this project, I aim to 
highlight and honor the role of sports as more than a pastime, but as a vital source of support and inspiration.
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Examples:

● Pierre Gasly (Formula 1) – After the tragic loss of 
his childhood best friend, Gasly secured his first 
Formula 1 victory just a year later.

● David Pastrnak (Hockey) – Following the 
heartbreaking passing of his newborn son, Pastrnak 
rose to become one of the NHL's leading goal 
scorers.

● Isaiah Thomas (Basketball) – Shortly before the 
2017 playoffs, Thomas lost his sister in a car 
accident, yet he continued to excel on the court.

What will I be studying?

I will be highlighting athletes who 
have faced significant challenges in 
their lives and successfully 
rebounded, overcoming adversity.
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Why are you choosing this project?

● I chose this project because of my long-standing passion 
for sports and the admiration I hold for athletes who 
overcame adversity. Stories like that of my favorite 
Formula 1 driver, Pierre Gasly, are especially inspiring. 
After being demoted from Red Bull’s A-team to their 
B-team, Gasly endured the devastating loss of his best 
friend in a racing accident. Despite these setbacks, he 
persevered and secured his first win the following year 
with the B-team. For those not familiar with Formula 1, the 
B-team car was nowhere near as good as the A-team's 
car, so this is a really rare race win. These personal 
journeys are way more inspiring than any stat or record. Pierre Gasly on the podium for his first win in Formula One 13 

months after his childhood best friend Anthoine Hubert’s passing 
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Capstone Overview

● My capstone project is divided into three main 
components: 

○ Posters 
○ Booklet 
○ Timeline (decided to cut)
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Romain Grosjean climbing out of a fireball caused by an accident, 
he will have severe burns on his hands, yet continue to race in 
motosports in Indycar



Current athletes I have in mind

● Pierre Gasly - F1 - Lost friend

● David Pastrnak - Hockey - Lost son

● Isaiah Thomas - Basketball - Lost sister

● Michael Phelps - Swimming - Mental

● Marcus Smart - Basketball - Lost brother

● Paul George - Basketball - Injury

● Max Verstappen - F1 - Father Relationship

●  Devin McCourty - Football - Lost Daughter
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● Niki Lauda - F1 - Injury

● David Ortiz - Baseball - Injury/derek 

jeter/fernando tatis jr

● Romain Grosjean - F1 - Injury

● Jimmy Butler - Basketball - Family

● Jorge Martin - MotoGP - Injury

● Marc Marquez - MotoGP - Injury

● Peyton Manning - Football - Injury

● Rob Gronkowski - Football - Injury= chosen athlete

AJ Brown Logan ThompsonJoe Andruzzi



Installation ideas / Sketches
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Installation ideas / Sketches
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Installation ideas / Sketches
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Posters



Inspiration of posters
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Poster Sketches
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Semi-final drafts 
of posters
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● Black and white 
with one color

● Somewhat 
action shots of 
athlete

● What they are
● Definition 

corresponding 
to story



Poster (planned for 2ft x 3ft)
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Posters (11in x 17in)
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Posters (11in x 17in)
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Finished Posters



Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Pierre Gasly
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Logan Thompson
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Isaiah Thomas
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - David Pastrnak
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Devin McCourty
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Marcus Smart
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Michael Phelps
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Final Posters (11in x 17in) - Romain Grosjean
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Printed Posters
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Booklet



Drafts of booklet “chapters”
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Early drafts of booklet
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Early drafts of booklet
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Early drafts of booklet
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Early drafts of booklet
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Early drafts of booklet
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Early drafts of booklet
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Early drafts of booklet
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Issues when test printing
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Finished Booklet
https://mixam.com/share/67f4498be016813f9790e120

https://mixam.com/share/67f4498be016813f9790e120


Finished Booklet
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Finished Booklet Mockup
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Installation



Installation Set-up
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Installation Set-up
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Installation Set-up
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Final



Final Installation
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Thank you!
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